
Bridging the Global-Local Divide in Academia: Best Practices and Models 
 

Friday, February 12, 2016 
University of Maryland Baltimore SMC Campus Center 

621 W. Lombard St., Baltimore, Maryland 

 
Participant Biographies 

 
Barbara Astle, PhD, RN is Associate Professor of Nursing at Trinity Western University and Director for the Centre of 
Equity and Global Engagement. Her research focuses on global health educational partnerships, equity, global health 
competencies, and global citizenship. Current research projects include: global partnering relationships with 
undergraduate nursing students involved in international clinical placements; global health competencies for nursing 
students and faculty engaged in international work and global missions; interprofessional host perspectives on global 
health competencies; and implementing global citizenship concepts within the nursing curriculum. She was Past Chair for 
the Canadian Society for International Health (CSIH, 2009-2012). Email: barbara.astle@twu.ca.  
 
Fanta Aw, PhD is President and Chair of the Board of Directors of NAFSA: Association of International Educators, the 
largest international education association with over 10,000 members. Dr. Aw is also Assistant Vice President of Campus 
Life and Hurst Senior Professorial Lecturer in the School of International Service at American University in Washington, 
DC. Dr. Aw advises American University senior leadership on campus internationalization, diversity and inclusion. With 
over 20 years of experience in the field of international education and higher education, she is a frequent international 
presenter and speaker. Dr. Aw holds a PhD in sociology from American University. Her areas of specialization include 
transnational migration, international education, and intercultural communication. Dr Aw is originally from Mali, West 
Africa. As a global nomad she has lived in several African countries and the US, and has visited over 60 countries.  
Email: fanta@american.edu 
 
Tim Brewer, MD is Vice Provost for Interdisciplinary and Cross-campus Affairs in the Chancellor's Office at University of 
California Los Angeles. He is responsible for working with Senior Administration, Deans, Faculty, Centers, and 
Departments to identify, implement, and guide interdisciplinary and cross campus education, research, and service 
programs. Dr. Brewer is Professor of Medicine and a member of the Division of Infectious Diseases at the David Geffen 
School of Medicine. He previously served as the Director of Global Health Programs at McGill University Medical School, 
and has published extensively on using analytic methods to optimize the population-based control of infectious diseases, 
particularly tuberculosis and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Dr. Brewer has served on advisory boards and review 
panels for numerous international and national organizations including the World Health Organization, the National 
Institutes of Health, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
among others, and currently serves as the Chair of the Board of Directors for the Consortium of Universities for Global 
Health. Dr. Brewer received his M.D. from New York Medical College and an M.P.H. from the Harvard School of Public 
Health. He has extensive experience developing and overseeing training, education and service programs locally as well as 
in low- and middle-income countries around the world, and has received multiple teaching awards for his efforts.  
Email: tbrewer@conet.ucla.edu 
 
Gregory Carey, PhD is Assistant Professor in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology and Director of Student 
Summer Research and Community Outreach at University of Maryland School of Medicine. Dr. Carey is responsible for 
medical student research activities which include research electives, summer and year-off research training for 
enrichment. He directs and oversees summer research programs for undergraduates and health-profession students. In 
his outreach roles within the Office of Student Research and as a Co-chair on the President's Outreach Council, Dr. Carey 
provides and facilities research, mentoring and STEM educational opportunities for students at all levels and from broad 
backgrounds, on and off the UMB campus. Dr. Carey is also an NIH-funded investigator focused on how lymphomas arise 
and the biochemical switches that determine life and death decisions in these and other cancers. He is active in graduate-
medical education. Dr. Carey is engaged in community health in local and global settings and he is focused on addressing 
global disparities and the emerging and rising rates of cancer, metabolic- and cardiovascular-disease in these 
communities. He is a strong advocate of local and global empowerment and interprofessional collaborations to address 
complex community health issues. Email: gcarey@som.umaryland.edu 
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Rebecca Dillingham, MD, MPH is Harrison Distinguished Teaching Associate Professor of Medicine, Director of the 
University of Virginia’s Center for Global Health and co-founder of UVa’s Global Health Leadership Track, a program that 
provides global health training for residents from eight clinical departments. Dr. Dillingham has led the development of 
global health training across the schools at UVa through the UVa Framework Program in Global Health, an initiative 
supported by the Fogarty International Center. In addition to sustained funding through the Framework program, Dr. 
Dillingham leads three other NIH-funded international research training grants. After receiving her undergraduate degree, 
Dr. Dillingham traveled to the Ivory Coast to work on HIV prevention for two years prior to entering medical school. She 
trained in internal medicine and infectious diseases at UVa. Dr. Dillingham has been awarded numerous teaching and 
clinical service awards in recognition of her skill as an educator as well as her humanistic approach to medicine. Her major 
clinical activity is the care of adult patients infected with HIV. Dr. Dillingham’s funded research projects include the use of 
cell phone-based technology to help vulnerable populations improve engagement in HIV care and the evaluation of the 
impact of changes in water and sanitation on the incidence of water-borne disease. This research takes place in Virginia 
and South Africa. Email: rd8v@virginia.edu  
 
Bradley Dreifuss, MD is Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine (EM) and Public Health and serves as Director of Rural 
and Global EM Program at University of Arizona. In this role, he is developing a multidisciplinary Rural/Global EM 
curriculum, mentorship and research programs for EM faculty, residents and students. He works to create alignment 
between the health sciences and UA’s main campus in Global Health. Since 2009, he’s worked closely with and sits on the 
Executive Board of Global Emergency Care Collaborative, a 501c3, developing EM training in Uganda. Dr. Dreifuss studied 
in Nepal during college, leading him to pursue Medicine and Public Health training from Oregon Health and Science 
University, where rotated in Sri Lanka and developed a keen interest in Emergency Care systems in resource-limited 
settings. After completing clinical EM training at the University of Connecticut he pursued an International Emergency 
Medicine fellowship at University of Utah. He has worked extensively in Rural Emergency Departments in Kentucky, Utah, 
and Wyoming. Dr. Dreifuss' academic interests include: capacity development of sustainable and scalable emergency care 
(education and service delivery) in Global and Rural contexts, injury surveillance/prevention, ED-based HIV screening, 
clinical operations and outcomes research, and development of university-based programs Global/Rural programs.  
Email: bdreifuss@aemrc.arizona.edu 
 
Lori Edwards, DrPh, RN is Assistant Professor at the University of Maryland School of Nursing in the Department of Family 
Community Health, Director of Global Occupational Health in the Office of Global Health, and Deputy Director of the UMB 
Center for Community-Based Education and Learning. She is certified as a clinical specialist in Public Health Nursing. For 
the past 25 years, Dr. Edwards has worked in local Baltimore communities and developed and directed numerous 
community based intervention projects. She also works in global health and has developed programs internationally. Dr. 
Edwards conducts community based participatory research and recently focused on the promotion of occupational health 
and safety with Vietnamese nail salon workers. Prior to joining the University of Maryland, she directed the Community 
Outreach Program and the Returned Peace Corps Fellows Program at Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing for 20 
years. She recently completed a Faculty Fellowship in Service-Learning and has developed service-learning courses and 
practicum experiences locally and internationally. She serves as President of the Board for a local community agency, the 
Julie Community Center. Dr. Edwards received her BSN from University of Maryland, her MPH and DrPH from Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Dr. Edwards has received numerous awards in her career. Most recently in 
2014, she received the National Outstanding Faculty Award from the American Association of Community Health Nurse 
Educators. Email: edwards@son.umaryland.edu  
 
Samer El-Kamary, MBChB, MS, MPH is a tenured Associate Professor at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, 
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, the Department of Pediatrics and the Center for Vaccine Development. 
Dr. El-Kamary is American Board of Pediatrics certified in Pediatrics and has a clinical practice at Mercy Medical Center. 
Dr. El-Kamary is a clinician researcher who has conducted research on the epidemiology of infectious diseases, particularly 
hepatitis infections, with a focus on hepatitis C virus (HCV) in Egypt. He has focused on the incidence, prevalence and risk 
factors of HCV in pregnant women and their children, and the immune responses that affect vertical transmission and 
persistence of infection. He has conducted several vaccine and therapeutic clinical trials in the US and Egypt, and he has 
published more than 50 peer reviewed journal articles and two book chapters. He has been awarded the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine Department of Epidemiology and Public Health's Faculty Mentor Award, the Faculty 
Teaching Award and the Medical Student Teaching Award. Email: selkamar@epi.umaryland.edu 
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Jessica Evert, MD is Executive Director of Child Family Health International. Dr. Evert straddles international education 
and the medical profession. She served as CFHI Medical Director from 2008 to 2013 when she was appointed to the 
Executive Director role. Dr. Evert is Faculty in the Department of Family and Community Medicine at the University of 
California, San Francisco, where she instructs in Global Health and community-based underserved care and helped 
develop, as well as completed the Global Health Clinical Scholars residency track. She is a graduate of the Ohio State 
University College of Medicine and is a longtime advocate for health-related international education quality and ethical 
standards. Dr. Evert is author and editor of multiple chapters, articles and books in global health with a focus on 
education, ethics, and asset-based engagement, including the seminal texts: 1) Developing Global Health Programming: A 
Guidebook for Medical and Professional Schools, 2nd Ed, and 2) Global Health Training in Graduate Medical Education, 
2nd Ed. She helped develop the Forum on Education Abroad's Standards for Health-Related Undergraduate Programs. Dr. 
Evert is a recipient of Global Health Education Consortium's prestigious Christopher Krogh Award for her dedication to 
underserved populations at home and abroad. Email: jevert@cfhi.org 
 
Caren Frost, PhD, MPH is Research Professor and Director of Global Social Work at University of Utah College of Social 
Work. Her research and teaching center on improving health and overcoming barriers to health care, especially for 
women, refugees, and underserved international populations. She currently serves on the state's Refugee Reproductive 
Health Committee, is part of the editorial board for the Journal of Women's Health & Gynecology, and co-chairs the 
University of Utah's Institutional Review Board, among many other commitments. After volunteering with the U.S. Peace 
Corps in Morocco, Dr. Frost earned her master's degree in public health from Columbia University, and her PhD in medical 
and cultural anthropology from the University of Utah. Email: caren.frost@socwk.utah.edu 
 
Leslie Glickman, PT, PhD is recently retired as Assistant Professor and core faculty in the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine, Department of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Science. In addition to teaching the professionalism courses 
in the entry-DPT program, she had active service and scholarly agendas. Her population focus for these areas was 
underserved, less resourced communities locally, regionally, and internationally. She continues to investigate student 
outcomes during experiences with these populations, particularly related to the development of cultural competency 
skills and interprofessionalism. Collaborations with noteworthy professional organizations include the APTA, WCPT, and 
HVO (Health Volunteers Overseas). Dr. Glickman conducted research in Malawi as a faculty grantee of CGEI’s global health 
interprofessional program (2014, 2015) and was an active member of the University’s Global Health Interprofessional 
Council (GHIC), which promotes faculty and student global interprofessional education and activities. She has published 
peer-reviewed journal articles related to her international experiences and has presented programs and posters 
throughout the world on these topics. Email: lbglickman@verizon.net 
 
Leigh Goodmark, JD is Professor of Law at the University of Maryland Carey School of Law and 2015 UMB CBEL Faculty 
Fellow. Professor Goodmark directs the Gender Violence Clinic, a clinic providing direct representation in matters 
involving intimate partner abuse, sexual assault, trafficking, and other cases involving gender violence. Professor 
Goodmark’s scholarship focuses on domestic violence. She is the co-editor of Comparative Perspectives on Gender 
Violence: Lessons from Efforts Worldwide (Oxford 2015) and the author of A Troubled Marriage: Domestic Violence and 
the Legal System (New York University 2012), which was named a CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title of 2012. From 2003 
to 2014, Professor Goodmark was on the faculty at the University of Baltimore School of Law, where she served as 
Director of Clinical Education and Co-director of the Center on Applied Feminism. From 2000 to 2003, she was the 
Director of the Children and Domestic Violence Project at the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law. 
Before joining the Center on Children and the Law, she represented battered women and children in the District of 
Columbia in custody, visitation, child support, restraining order, and other civil matters. Professor Goodmark is a graduate 
of Yale University and Stanford Law School. Email: lgoodmark@law.umaryland.edu 
 
Jon Mark Hirshon, MD, PhD, MPH, FACEP, FAAEM, FACPM is Professor in the Department of Emergency Medicine and in 
the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health at the University of Maryland School of Medicine. He is dedicated to 
improving access to high quality acute care in the United States and in every country across the globe. He is the former 
director of the Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. National Study Center for Trauma and EMS and is currently the Senior Vice-
Chairman of the University of Maryland, Baltimore’s Institutional Review Board. Dr. Hirshon is a federally funded 
researcher and teacher, and as part of his international work through a National Institutes of Health Fogarty International 
Center grant, he and his dedicated teams have trained approximately 900 physicians from Egypt and multiple other 
countries in the Middle East in acute care related topics including the clinical care of trauma patients, disaster 
preparedness and response, and injury research methods.  Email: jhirshon@umaryland.edu 
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Diana-Lynne Hsu is currently a dual degree Juris Doctor and Master of Public Health candidate at the University of 
Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in Baltimore, Maryland. 
She is a candidate for the Health Law Certificate at UM Carey Law and a candidate for a Global Health Certificate from the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. She has completed her coursework for her MPH and fulfilled her capstone project for 
her concentration in Health Leadership and Management with a paper on the public health ramifications of Medicare 
fraud and abuse. She is currently completing her advanced writing certification for law school on the legal effects of 
clinical decision support tools in electronic health records. Recently, she represented the UM Carey School of Law on an 
interdisciplinary team that won the “Creativity Prize” in the Institute of Medicine’s 2015 D.C. Public Health Challenge. 
Diana-Lynne is a graduate of Barnard College in New York with dual degrees in the Biological Sciences and Political 
Science. Email: diahsu@umaryland.edu 
 
Linda Kaljee, PhD is Senior Research Investigator at the Global Health Initiative at the Henry Ford Health System. Over the 
past 25 years, Dr. Kaljee has been engaged in community-based research among diverse populations in the United States 
and internationally. Dr. Kaljee’s areas of expertise include use of mixed methods, survey development and adaptation, 
and health intervention development, implementation, and evaluation. Beginning in the early 1990s, Dr. Kaljee worked as 
a member of an interdisciplinary team in Baltimore on the development and evaluation of the “Focus on Youth” (FOY) 
sexual and reproductive health program for adolescents, which is now a part of CDC’s Dissemination of Evidence-Based 
Interventions (DEBI) program. Internationally, Dr. Kaljee has worked on the adaptation of FOY in Vietnam, China, and The 
Bahamas. Dr. Kaljee has also been engaged in research focused on the psychosocial well-being of orphaned and 
vulnerable children. In addition to her work on sexual and reproductive health, Dr. Kaljee has worked in healthcare 
utilization and socio-behavioral research in conjunction with vaccine introduction and vaccine trials in the United States, 
Vietnam, India, Thailand, Zanzibar, Colombia, Nepal, and Haiti. Dr. Kaljee is also involved with development and 
implementation of community-based research training programs. Email: lkaljee@med.wayne.edu 
 
Susan Kim, JD, MPH, MBA is Deputy Director of the O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law at Georgetown 
University. Trained in law, public health, and business, her current project portfolio includes oversight and engagement in 
the institute’s Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation funded grants in the area of infectious disease control. Her additional 
research interests include food and drug law and public-private partnerships in health. Susan has served in a number of 
different capacities at the O’Neill Institute, including Project Director, Project Manager, and Manager of Grants and 
Communications. In the latter role, she managed the institute’s development activities, which included strategic planning, 
grant development and writing, and marketing and branding. She started at the O’Neill Institute as a Law Fellow in 2008, 
where she worked on a broad range of projects in health law and policy – emergency (pandemic) preparedness, food 
safety regulation, global health governance, infectious disease control, and implementation of the World Health 
Organization’s revised International Health Regulations. Susan holds a law degree from the University of Connecticut, a 
Master of Public Health in health management and policy from the University of Michigan School of Public Health, and a 
Master of Business Administration from the McDonough School of Business at Georgetown University.  
Email: sck3@law.georgetown.edu 
 
Mei Ching Lee, PhD, RN, CHPN is Assistant Professor at University of Maryland School of Nursing. Prior to joining the 
faculty, Dr. Lee was a Post-Doctoral Fellow in Bioethics at Johns Hopkins University, and served as an intern in the Ethics 
Committee at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. She had ten years of clinical experience in the Critical Coronary Care unit at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Her research interests are in culturally competent care and palliative and end of life care. She has 
conducted mixed methods research studies of advance care planning and end of life care focusing on minority 
populations. Dr. Lee received her BSN from Monash University, MS from Touro University and her PhD from University of 
Maryland Baltimore. Email: lee@son.umaryland.edu 
 
Jane Lipscomb, PhD, RN, FAAN is Professor at University of Maryland Schools of Nursing and Medicine and Director of the 
UMB Center for Community-Based Engagement and Learning (CBEL). She has conducted community-based participatory 
action research on the prevention of occupational injuries and illness in the health care and social service workplace for 
over twenty years, with a focus on workplace violence prevention. Prior to joining the faculty, Dr. Lipscomb spent three 
years as a senior scientist in the Office of the Director of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
and five years at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) School of Nursing, as Assistant Professor and Director of 
the graduate program in Occupational Health Nursing. Dr. Lipscomb received her BSN from Boston College, her MS in 
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occupational health from Boston University/Harvard School of Public Health and PhD in Epidemiology from the University 
of California, Berkeley. Email: lipscomb@son.umaryland.edu 
 
Keith Martin, MD is a physician who, since Fall 2012, has served as the founding Executive Director of the Consortium of 
Universities for Global Health (CUGH) based in Washington, DC. The Consortium is a rapidly growing organization of over 
130 academic institutions from around the world. It harnesses the capabilities of these institutions across research, 
education, advocacy and service to address global challenges. It is particularly focused on improving health outcomes for 
the global poor and strengthening academic global health programs. Dr. Martin served as a Member of Parliament in 
Canada’s House of Commons from 1993-2001 representing a riding on Vancouver Island. During that time he held shadow 
ministerial portfolios in foreign affairs, international development, and health. He also served as Canada’s Parliamentary 
Secretary for Defense.  In 2004, he was appointed to the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada. His main areas of focus are in 
global health, foreign policy, security, international development, conservation and the environment. He is particularly 
interested in strengthening human resources capabilities and scaling up initiatives in low-income settings that improve 
environmental sustainability and human security. Diplomatic missions have taken Dr. Martin to areas in crisis, including 
Sudan, Niger, Sierra Leone, Colombia, and the Middle East. He served as a physician on the Mozambique border during 
that country’s civil war. Email: kmartin@cugh.org 
 
Marie McLeod, RN, MPH is Director of the Office of Global Health and HIV for the Peace Corps. She leads the agency’s 
participation in the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), promoting effective community-level 
responses to health and HIV by Peace Corps Volunteers in over 60 countries worldwide. As the Peace Corps’ designated 
Deputy Principal to the Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator, she also contributes to overall interagency policy-setting 
and the direction of PEPFAR. Prior to joining the Peace Corps, Marie was the Director of Country Support at the State 
Department’s Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator where she managed coordination and communications with PEPFAR’s 
field teams, and beforehand she spent four years in South Africa as the Deputy Director of USAID/South Africa’s Health 
Office. Marie also lived in Mexico for eleven years, working first with Pathfinder International, a non-governmental 
organization receiving USAID funding for family planning programs, and then with USAID/Mexico, where she led the 
family planning program and was later tasked to launch a new tuberculosis and infectious diseases program. Marie is also 
a Registered Nurse with a Master’s Degree in Public Health from Emory University. Email: mmcleod@peacecorps.gov 
 
Lila Meadows, JD is Assistant Director of Second Chance for Women, a non-profit focusing on advocacy for incarcerated 
women serving long-term sentences at the Maryland Correctional Institution for Women and Patuxent Institution. Their 
organization supports these women by providing or connecting women with legal assistance in post-conviction and parole 
proceedings, as well as by providing programming related to domestic violence. Prior to law school, Lila earned her 
masters of health science in health policy from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and has worked in 
various capacities with clients who have experienced trauma and are living with mental illness in South Africa, Malawi, 
and Egypt. Email: lmeadows2@gmail.com 
 
Marik Moen, MPH, MSN, RN is Assistant Professor in the Office of Global Health at University of Maryland School of 
Nursing. She has served as nurse, educator, and program developer/implementer with Johns Hopkins University and 
University of Maryland Baltimore for 13 years in these focus areas: acute care medicine and public/community health 
with focus on HIV/Infectious Diseases; global and community health; and transitional care in Baltimore, Rwanda, Haiti. 
She has authored multiple presentations and several publications on global health nursing and HIV-related topics. 
Currently, she teaches a community health clinical course in Baltimore’s Harlem Park/Sandtown Winchester 
neighborhood and educates students on HIV and social justice with an interprofessional focus.  
Email: mmoen@son.umaryland.edu 
 
Jody Olsen, PhD, MSW is Co-director of the University of Maryland Baltimore Center for Global Education Initiatives, Co-
chair of the UMB Global Health Interprofessional Council, and Visiting Professor at the University of Maryland Baltimore 
School of Social Work. She teaches international social work, global social policy, issues in global women and children’s 
health and is strengthening international opportunities for students and faculty at the school. She is currently a member 
of the Council on Global Learning, Research and Practice of CSWE and on the Boards for Kalamazoo College, InterMedia, 
and Health Volunteers Overseas (HVO). Before joining the faculty, she was Acting Director and Deputy Director of U.S. 
Peace Corps, 2001-2009. She began as a Peace Corps volunteer in Tunisia and returned to Peace Corps three other times 
before becoming Deputy Director: Country Director in Togo, Regional Director for North Africa, the Near East, Asia, and 
the Pacific, and Agency Chief of Staff. Between her Peace Corps work, she was Senior Vice President of AED, a large 
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international development organization, Executive Director of CIES, the organization managing the Fulbright Senior 
Scholar Program, and Vice President at YFU, a student exchange organization. Dr. Olsen has traveled to over 90 countries 
for work and has given over 1,000 speeches nationally and internationally. She received both her MSW and PhD from the 
University of Maryland and has an honorary doctorate from Michigan Technological University.  
Email: jolsen@ssw.umaryland.edu 
 
Rachel Parran, MS, BSN received her Master's degree in Community and Public Health Nursing from the School of Nursing 
in 2014 and is currently pursuing her PhD in Nursing at the University of Maryland Baltimore. Her research interests 
include maternal and child health outcomes, with a specific focus on breastfeeding promotion and support for low 
income women. Prior to beginning her PhD, Rachael worked as a medical case manager for Baltimore City Department of 
Social Services and as a Labor and Delivery Nurse at St. Agnes Hospital. In addition to pursuing her PhD, Rachael works as 
a Graduate Research Assistant for UMB’s Center for Community Based Engagement and Learning and also serves as a 
board member on the Maryland WIC Advisory Council. Email: rachael.parran@umaryland.edu 
 
Chris Plowe, MD, MPH, FASTMH is Professor of Medicine, of Microbiology and Immunology, and of Epidemiology and 
Public Health, Founding Director of the Institute for Global Health and Director of the Division of Malaria Research at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore School of Medicine. Born and raised in South Dakota, Dr. Plowe earned a BA in 
Philosophy at Cornell University and an MD at Cornell University Medical College, where he learned parasitology from 
tropical medicine icon Benjamin H. Kean, doing field work in Indonesia and Kenya. He completed his internship and 
residency and served as chief resident in internal medicine at St. Luke’s Hospital/Columbia College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and earned an MPH in Tropical Medicine at Columbia University School of Public Health. He was a clinical and 
research fellow in the NIH Laboratory of Malaria Research and a clinical infectious diseases fellow at Johns Hopkins. Dr. 
Plowe leads a clinical translational malaria research program, with molecular parasitology and clinical vaccinology facilities 
in Baltimore and field sites in Mali, Malawi and Myanmar. His work encompasses molecular and genomic epidemiology, 
molecular diagnosis, pathogenesis, immunology, international research ethics, HIV-malaria interactions, and clinical trials 
of drugs and vaccines. Dr. Plowe has also had a long-time commitment to training scientists and building research 
capacity in tropical countries. 
 
Alexander Plum, MPH, CHES is Senior Program Coordinator at the Global Health Initiative of the Henry Ford Health 
System. Mr. Plum is responsible for leading Henry Ford Health System's global healthcare delivery “reverse-innovation” 
portfolio. Alex identifies and adapts promising solutions from the field of global health and partners with non-profits, 
universities, faith communities, and other health care systems in Detroit and regionally to implement and evaluate these 
“global-to-local” interventions. Currently, he is Principal Investigator on a mHealth intervention to promote care-seeking 
on behalf of homeless, LGBTQ youth, and he is Co-PI on an affiliated research study examining social support and mental 
health outcomes among the same population. He is also an investigator on global studies and interventions to reduce 
antimicrobial resistance (Micronesia, Nepal, India, and Detroit), promote vaccines (Haiti and Detroit), and research the 
intersection of gender, religion, and health outcomes (Kenya, Haiti, Atlanta, and Detroit). Alex received his Master of 
Public Health from Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health, which honored him as its 2015 Humanitarian Award 
recipient. He was a Peace Corps Volunteer in the Federated States of Micronesia from 2008-2011.  
Email: APlum2@hfhs.org  
 
Isabel Rambob, DDS is Clinical Assistant Professor at University of Maryland School of Dentistry in the Department of 
General Dentistry. She is also a guest lecturer at New York University College of Dentistry and Howard University College 
of Dentistry. Dr. Rambob practices as a general dentist – now for almost 20 years, lectures nationally and internationally, 
and is extensively engaged in numerous community-based activities. Her main interests are: interprofessional education 
and collaborative practices, oral health in medically compromised patients and cultural factors in patient management. 
She received her Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from the State University of Feira de Santana, Brazil. She completed a 
one-year program in Advanced Education in Comprehensive Dentistry at New York University College of Dentistry and a 
one-year residency program in Advanced Education in General Dentistry at Howard University College of Dentistry. Dr. 
Rambob served as a dental provider at the HIV+ clinic and a clinical instructor at the special needs clinic at University of 
Maryland School of Dentistry from 2009-2012. Additionally, she was Dental Director at National Minority AIDS Education 
and Training Center from 2009-2010, and Dental Director at Health Care for the Homeless Maryland from 2010-2011. 
Email: irambob@umaryland.edu 
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Cristina Redko, PhD is Associate Professor of Community Health-Center for Global Health and BSOM Associate Professor 
of Emergency Medicine at Wright State University School of Medicine. She serves as the director for the global health 
concentration in the Master of Public Health Program where she teaches global health and global health systems. Dr. 
Redko’s current research interests intersect the areas of global health, global mental health (giving special attention to 
resilience factors) and refugee research. She has conducted research in the US, Brazil and Canada and topics have 
included investigating the lived experience of people suffering from mental illnesses, substance abuse and cancer, and 
those who have suffered from injuries in the workplace. Dr. Redko holds a PhD in medical anthropology from McGill 
University and a M.Sc. in clinical epidemiology from McMaster University, both in Canada. During her post-doctoral work 
in health services research at the Center for Addiction and Mental Health in Toronto, she also completed clinical training 
in brief therapy at the Hincks-Dellcrest Institute. She earned an M.A. and a B.A. from Universidade de São Paulo, Brazil. 
Email: cristina.redko@wright.edu 
 
Virginia Rowthorn, JD, LLM is Co-director of University of Maryland Baltimore (UMB) Center for Global Education 
Initiatives and Co-chair of the UMB Global Health Interprofessional Council. She is also Managing Director of the Law & 
Health Care Program and Director of the Health Law Externship Program at University of Maryland Carey School of Law. 
She brings together global health faculty from around the country to discuss current issues in interprofessional global 
health and global/local engagement strategies. She has written about global health competencies, service learning, linking 
global and local programs and other health-related topics. Prior to joining UM Carey Law in 2006, she was an attorney in 
the Legislative Division of the Office of General Counsel at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and 
Associate at the law firm of DLA Piper. In addition, Rowthorn spent several years as a Legislative Assistant for the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee and two years as a health educator in the Marshall Islands as a Peace Corps volunteer. 
Rowthorn is an Honors graduate of the UM Carey School Law and received her LLM in Global Health Law at Georgetown 
Law Center. Email: vrowthorn@law.umaryland.edu 
 
Sharon Rudy, PhD, Board Certified Coach and a Board Certified Counselor, is Program Director for the Global Health 
Fellows Program (GHFP) II at the Public Health Institute (PHI). GHFP-II is a $200 million grant from the federal government 
designed to support human capacity needs inside the federal government and to build the next generation of global 
health professionals. In her previous role as Senior Faculty at Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Dr. Rudy spent almost a decade working in Anglophone Africa designing, implementing and evaluating national behavior 
change communication programs and client-provider interaction interventions. She has also worked in the Middle East, 
Africa, and Asia implementing performance improvement and training programs through IntraHealth, then based at the 
Medical School of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Dr. Rudy holds a PhD in Counseling and Organizational 
Consulting and is a published author. Email: srudy@ghfp.net 
 
Nadia Sam-Agudu, MD is the Technical Advisor for Pediatric HIV at the Institute of Human Virology Nigeria. She is an 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics (Immunology) and faculty of the Institute of Human Virology at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. She completed her medical training at Mayo Medical School, Minnesota. Her general 
pediatrics and infectious diseases training were at the University of Minnesota, where she was significantly involved in 
Global Health Education and malaria research. Dr. Sam-Agudu's career has focused on diseases of global and public health 
importance among African children, notably in Ghana, Uganda, and Nigeria. Her current research interests are in the 
prevention of HIV in children and interventions to improve long-term outcomes of HIV treatment in children and 
adolescents  Email: nsam-agudu@som.umaryland.edu 
 
Michael Seipp is Executive Director of the Baltimore Southwest Partnership, a coalition of neighborhood associations, 
community members, and anchor institutions in the southwest Baltimore neighborhoods of Barre Circle, Franklin Square, 
Hollins Roundhouse, Mount Clare, Pigtown, Poppleton, and Union Square. Beginning as a small group of concerned 
residents organizing around the over-concentration of drug treatment facilities in the area organizing community forums 
to address issues of disinvestment, disenfranchisement, and lack of a community voice, the Southwest Partnership has 
grown to include neighborhood associations from each of the seven neighborhoods, community residents and 
stakeholders who want to make deliberate, positive changes in the Southwest Partnership area. Mr. Seipp has been 
working in Baltimore neighborhoods since 1973 and has held positions as a community organizer in several different 
capacities. He served as Deputy Commissioner of Housing and Community Development for the City of Baltimore and 
Assistant Secretary of Housing for the State of Maryland, and led the effort to write the Empowerment Zone application. 
In his last position he worked with the Baltimore Station, a residential program for homeless men who are primarily 
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veterans of the Armed Services. A lifelong resident of Baltimore, he currently lives in the Lauraville neighborhood.  
Email: michael@southwestpartnershipbaltimore.org 
 
Wendy Shaia, EdD, MSW is Executive Director of the Social Work Community Outreach Service (SWCOS) at University of 
Maryland School of Social Work. Dr. Shaia is a graduate of the University of Maryland School of Social Work and obtained 
her Doctor of Education in Human and Organizational Learning from The George Washington University. She has more 
than 20 years of experience developing, implementing, and leading organizations and programs. In New York, she 
developed and operated a shelter for homeless pregnant and parenting young women in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, 
and built transitional and affordable housing in East New York, Brooklyn. She provided technical assistance to community 
organizations for the Enterprise Foundation, and conducted the summative evaluation of the Red Cross’ long-term 
recovery effort after hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Most recently, Dr. Shaia worked as a strategic planner for the 
Department of Defense, where she led change management efforts, and developed strategies around Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Diversity. She is passionate about issues related to poverty, social justice and oppression. Dr. Shaia 
practices mindfulness meditation, and is a mindfulness facilitator with the Center for Mindful Awareness.  
Email: wshaia@ssw.umaryland.edu 
 
Phyllis Sharps, PhD, RN, FAAN is the Elsie M. Lawler Endowed Chair, Professor of Nursing and Associate Dean for 
Community Programs at the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing. Dr. Sharps leads, directs and coordinates 
community programs. She is the director of three community health nurse led centers and the comprehensive school 
health program for the Henderson Hopkins School and the Weinberg Early Childhood Center in East Baltimore. She has 
published more than 80 articles on improving the reproductive health and reducing violence among African American 
women, including the physical and mental health consequences of violence against pregnant and parenting women, 
infants and very young children. She has been the principal investigator for 2 NIH funded grants, Domestic Violence 
Enhanced Home Visitation – DOVE, a public health nurse intervention to reduce violence against pregnant women. She is 
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing and a member of the International Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame, Sigma 
Theta Tau International Nursing Honor Society. Dr. Sharps received her doctoral degree in nursing and completed a 
fellowship in adolescent medicine at the University of Maryland Schools of Nursing and Medicine, and a master’s in 
maternal child health nursing from the University of Delaware. Email: psharps1@jhu.edu 
 
Diane Marie St. George, PhD is Assistant Professor and Director of the MPH Program at the University of Maryland School 
of Medicine. Her research interests focus on the health of populations who suffer a disproportionate burden of disease by 
virtue of race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status, place of residence, immigrant status and other social factors that place 
them at a societal disadvantage. Dr. St. George earned a BS in Psychology, a BS in Zoology and an MA in Health Education 
from the University of Maryland College Park, and a PhD in Epidemiology from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 
School of Public Health. She completed a Fogarty-funded post-doctoral fellowship at the Institute for Preventive and 
Clinical Medicine in Slovakia and a Kellogg-funded post-doctoral fellowship in community-based participatory research at 
the University of North Carolina School of Public Health. Email: dstgeorg@epi.umaryland.edu 
 
Adam Taylor, MPH is the Executive Director of Global to Local, a non-profit based outside of Seattle that is implementing 
global health strategies in local underserved communities. Adam has been with the organization since its inception in 
2010 and is responsible for the agency's overall strategic direction. Adam previously worked as a Project Manager for the 
Grameen Technology Center on the Ugandan-based Community Knowledge Worker project, which leverages the power of 
mobile phones to help small-holder farmers access important information such as market prices. From 2005-2007, Adam 
served as Program Manager for Catholic Relief Services in Madagascar where he worked across several sectors including 
maternal and child health, disaster prevention and response, social safety net, agricultural marketing, and more. Adam 
graduated from the University of Washington, Evans School of Public Affairs with a Masters of Public Administration. 
Email: adam.taylor@kingcounty.gov 
 
Toyin Tofade, PharmD, MS, BCPS, CPCC is Assistant Dean of the Experiential Learning Program and Associate Professor in 
the Department of Pharmacy Practice and Science at the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy. For more than three 
years since she began at UMB, Dr. Tofade has facilitated the growth and development of clinical track programs in health 
care organizations in the state and international student rotation opportunities. She actively participates in the strategic 
planning leadership team for her department and serves on the curriculum and assessment committees for the school. 
From 2002-2011, Dr. Tofade worked at the Wake Area Health Education Center in North Carolina, where she served as 
Director of Pharmacotherapy Services and Clinical Associate Professor at the University of North Carolina Eshelman 
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School of Pharmacy in the Division of Pharmacy Practice and Experiential Education. She actively serves as a member of 
national pharmacy organizations (AACP Experiential Education, continuing education, global and SIGs, ACCP and ASHP) 
and several state organizations. Dr. Tofade received her Master’s degree in Pharmacy Practice and a Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She completed a residency with emphasis on clinical 
pharmacokinetics and an American Society of Health-System Pharmacy-accredited residency at UNC hospitals. She is 
currently Co-Chair of the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education Continuing Professional Development Steering 
Committee. She is also President of a non-profit organization, Global Women Leaders, Inc., which trains women in 
interested nations to maximize their leadership potential. Email: ttofade@rx.umaryland.edu 
 
Ashley Valis, MSW is Executive Director of Strategic Initiatives and Community Engagement at University of Maryland 
Baltimore’s Office of Community Engagement (OCE). Focusing on communities in West Baltimore that border the UMB 
campus, OCE develops and nurtures University-wide partnerships with external stakeholders, including K-12 public 
schools, community organizations, nonprofits, and local businesses. Ms. Valis previously served in the office of Governor 
Martin O’Malley from 2007 to 2014, most recently serving as Assistant Chief of Staff. In this role, she oversaw the 
Departments of Environment, Natural Resources, Planning, and Agriculture, helping to manage major policy initiatives 
within the agencies, and ensuring the Governor’s priorities within each agency are achieved. Prior to this role, Ms. Valis 
served as Deputy Director of the Governor's Intergovernmental Affairs Office, serving as Governor O’Malley’s direct 
liaison with local elected officials from the state’s 157 incorporated cities and towns, the 23 counties, and the advocacy 
organizations that work with these jurisdictions in Maryland. In addition, Ms. Valis served as Director of Strategic 
Partnerships for Governor O’Malley, coordinating community and volunteer activities statewide and advising the 
Governor on policies to enhance and improve community and philanthropic partnerships. She is a graduate of University 
of Delaware where she received her Bachelor of Science degree in Family and Community Services. Additionally, Ms. Valis 
holds a Masters of Social Work degree from the University of Maryland Baltimore. Email: avalis@umaryland.edu 
 
Clemencia Vargas, DDS, PhD is Associate Professor at the University of Maryland School of Dentistry in the Department of 
Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry, and a 2015 UMB CBEL Faculty Fellow. Dr. Vargas holds degrees in dentistry, 
epidemiology, and medical sociology. Dr. Vargas’ research focuses on socio-economic inequalities in oral health, an area 
in which she has published numerous scientific articles. She has strong interest in oral health improvement at the 
community level. She is the faculty advisor for several dental student groups that emphasize community service and 
currently leads the oral health aspects of two community-school based funded programs. She was a member of the 
Institute of Medicine committee that wrote the report, Advancing Oral Health in America. Email: cvargas@umaryland.edu 
 
Madeline Yates, MA is Founding Executive Director of the Maryland-DC Campus Compact (MDCCC), a non-profit 
membership association of public, private, 2- and 4-year colleges and universities. MDCCC provides leadership to colleges 
and universities in Maryland and Washington, DC by advocating, supporting, and encouraging institutional participation in 
academic and co-curricular based public service and civic engagement programs. MDCCC strengthens the capacity of 
member institutions to enhance student learning and to meaningfully engage with communities. Ms. Yates has twenty-
five years of experience in cross-cultural programming and service-learning, both K-12 and higher education. She has 
traveled extensively—living, working, and volunteering for extended periods of time in Japan, Haiti, the Philippines, 
Nicaragua, and New Zealand. While teaching and working at the Maryland State Department of Education, she received 
several fellowships, including two Fullbrights to India and South Africa, and others to Kyrgyzstan and Ecuador. She has 
consulted domestically and internationally. She received her BA from Gettysburg and MA from Hood College.  
Email: yates@mdccc.org 
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